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Borough  of  Great  Torrington 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MeScal  Officer  of  Health 

and  the 

Borough  Surveyor  and 
Public  Health  Inspector 


For  the  Year  ending 
31st  December,  1966 


Public  Health  Staff.- 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

C.  F.  R.  BRIGGS,  M.B.,  B.S.;  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S. 
Glen  Tor,  Villa  Road,  Torrington. 
Telephone  3222. 

Borough  Surveyor  and 
Public  Health  Inspector : 

P.  F.  R.  E  SYMONS,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.L 
Council  Offices,  6,  Halsdon  Terrace,  Torrington. 

Telephone  2164. 

Housing  Officer  and  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector : 

C.  R.  SOUTHGATE,  Cert.  R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.L 

(To  25:5:66) 

P.  McCANDLISH,  D.M.A.,  M.A.P.H.L 
(From  12:9:66) 

-  Committees: 

HOUSING,  SANITARY,  BUILDING  and 
IMPROVEMENTS,  SPECIAL  SEWERAGE. 


Council  Offices, 

6,  Halsclon  Terrace, 
G  rea  1  To  r  r  i  n  <^to  n . 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

We  have  pleasure  in  presenting'  our  report  for 
the  year  ending'  31st  December,  1966. 

Idiere  was  a  widespread  outbreak  of  influenza 
during'  February  and  March:  the  disease  was  g'en- 
erally  mild  in  nature.  Apart  from  this  the  general 
health  of  the  Boroug'h  was  very  g'ood.  There  was 
no  other  epidemic. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  was  14.9  per  1,000 
population.  That  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  was  17.7  -  the  birth  rate  in  England  and 
Wales  is  falling',  and  this  is  the  lowest  since  1961. 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  14.4  per  1,000 
population:  the  figure  for  the  whole  of  Eng'land 
and  Wales  was  11.7. 


We  are. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  F.  R.  BRIGGS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

P.  F.  R.  E.  SYMONS, 

Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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Borough  of  Great  Torrington 

f96© 


CHIEF  INDUSTRIES  AND  OCCUPATIONS. 


Agriculture.  Agricultural  Engineering. 

Cattle  Breeding  Centre.  Glove  Making.  Milk  Factory. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (statute  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,592 

Mid-year  Population  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...  2,880 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,064 

(Number  of  Council -owned  Houses)  ...  ...  ...  222 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £92,360 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £369  10s.  4d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Year 

Mid-year 

Corrected 

Corrected 

Population 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1962 

2,880 

15.3 

14.1 

1963 

2,860 

15.0 

12.1 

1964 

2,880 

14.6 

13.3 

1965 

2,880 

15.7 

12.5 

1966 

2,880 

14.9 

14.4 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female'  '1 

Legitimate 

. 

17 

19 

Illegitimate 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

Comparability  factor  for  births — 1.19 

ICngland 
i\:  Wales 

Corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  14.9  17.7 


Still  Births  Male  Ih-malr  'Total 


England 
cV  Wales 

15.4 


Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


nil 


Infant  Mortality  Mai  ('  l^'enutle  Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under  I  year  —  1  1 

”  ”  ”  ”  4  weeks  _  _  _ 

This  baby  died  from  pneumonia. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
in  1966  was  19.0  per  1,000  live  births.  This  was  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  this  country. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  total  number  of  births  which  took  place  in  the  Borough 
was  63,  -  26  boys  and  37  girls.  Fifty  six  of  these  births  were  in  the 
Cottage  Hospital:  the  maternity  department  of  the  Hospital  re¬ 
opened  in  February,  1966. 


Mail'  Tota 

DEATHS  .  25  49  74 

Comparability  factor  for  deaths — 0.56 

r:iioiaiiii 
.V  Wales 

Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population  14.4  1 1.7 


Causes  of  Death  Mala 

Cancer  of  stomach  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cancer  of  lung  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  breast  ... 

Cancer  of  uterus  ... 

Cancer,  other  -  including  leukaemia  ...  5 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vascular  disease  of  nervous  system  -  apoplexy  4 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  4 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  2 

Influenza 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  ... 

Other  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accidents  not  involving  motor  vehicles  ...  - 

Suicide 

Total  all  causes  25 


3 

1 

5 

6 
5 
8 
8 
3 


2 

I 

1 

49 


Cancer  of  the  Lung 

Cancer  of  the  lung  is  often  associated  with  cigarette-smoking. 
The  dangers  of  smoking  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  public 
by  posters  in  doctors’  surgeries  and  elsewhere. 


Cancer  of  the  Uterus 

A  cervical  cytology  service  is  available,  and  use  has  been  made 
of  this  service  during  the  year. 


Age  at  Death  Table 
Age  at  Death 

Under  4  weeks  ... 
4  weeks  —  1  year 
1 — 4  years 

5—14  . 

1 5—24  . 

25—34  . 

35-44  . 

45—54  . 

55-64  . 

65—74  . 

75—84  . 

85  and  over 


Average  age  at  death 


Male  f^'emale 

1 

1 

1 


2 

6 

5 

9 

2 

68 


2 

6 

8 

18 

13 

74 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

'I'he  follow  in^  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  durinii  the  year 


W  hooping  cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

.M  cash's  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

I  )ysentery  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Prysij.^elas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

IT, ere  was  no  major  epidemic  during  the  year. 


Immunisation  against  smallpo.x,  poliomyelitis,  diphtheria,  tetanus 
and  w'hooping  couglt  ('oittinues  as  before. 


Tuberculosis 

No  new  case  has  been  notified.  'The  following  cases  were  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  :  — 

Male  Female 

Idilmonary  ...  ...  ...  2  1 

Xon-pulmonary  ...  ...  -  2 

'The  Mass  Radiograj^hy  Service  has  a  unit  which  operates  once  a 
fortnight  in  Bideford  and  in  Barnstaple.  'The  services  of  this  unit  are 
freely  available  to  the  public. 


>^enereal  Disease 

'I'liere  are  facilities  for  clinic  treatment  in  Barnstaple.  No  case  of 
venereal  disease  has  come  to  our  notice. 


CARE  OF  EXPPXTANT  MOTHERS. 

Arrangements  continue  as  in  pix'vious  \-ears.  and  are  very  satis¬ 
factory. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

There  were  seven  home  confinements  during  the  year.  This  is  fewei- 
than  in  recent  years  owing  to  the  re-opening  of  the  Cottage  Mosjiital. 
(  )ur  District  Nurse/Midw  ife  has  all  modern  cr]u'pment  availalile  for 
domicTiary  midwifery  and  for  general  nursing. 


WELFARE  CLINICS. 

These  are  run  along  the  same  lines  as  in  ];revioiis  yc’ars:  tlu‘ 
arrangements  havi'  proved  \’ery  satisfactory. 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS. 

This  servico'  continues  as  in  previous  years.  Meals  are  jireparcd  in 
Torridge  View,  and  are  taken  by  volunteers  twice'  weekly  to  any  nee-'dy 
inhabitants  of  the  Borough.  A  charge  of  1 /()  per  meal  is  made.  ( )n 
average  40  meals  a  week  were  served  during  the  year. 

This  N'oluntary  service  was  first  discussed  by  the  Council  and  w;  s 
inaugurated  in  1065.  It  has  jiroved  of  great  benefit  to  the  ('(.immunity. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

()ur  Count_v  ambulance  is  based  at  Heard’s  Garages,  'rorrington, 
and  is  operated  in  conjunction  with  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  It  is 
equipped  with  two-way  radio,  the  control  centre  being  in  Barnstaple. 

Patients  carried  in  1966  ...  ...  810 

Total  mileage  .. .  ...  ..  ...  16.428 

d’hese  figures  sliow  a  con.siderable  increase  on  those  of  previous  years. 


TORRINGTON  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL. 


1 966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

Pationts  aLimitted  during  the  \'ear 

194 

1 30 

135 

150 

148 

New  out-patients 

299 

210 

293 

370 

580 

'Total  out-{.iatient  attendances  ... 

817 

756 

598 

670 

719 

births 

56 

1 

— 

18 

- 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  work  done  in  the  Hospital  increased  consid¬ 
erably  last  year;  one  argument  against  the  proposed  closine  of  the 
H  ospital. 

The  variation  in  the  numbers  of  births  in  recent  years  is  due  to  the 
fai't  that  the  mat(*rnity  department  has  been  closed  for  several  years, 
owing  to  shortage  of  staff.  The  department  was  open  for  11  months 
during  1966  and  is.  of  course,  still  open.  The  maternit3"  department 
takes  only  “normaf'  maternity  cases.  In  addition  to  the  figures  given 
above,  live  mothers  had  their  babies  in  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  and 
were  transferred  to  Torrington  Hospital  within  a  few  days.  'These  were 
‘’abnormal”  caistw.  and  the  transfers  to  our  Hospital  helped  to  relieve 
firessiire  on  the  limited  number  of  maternity  beds  in  the  North  Ibwon 
Infirmar\'. 


NATIONAL  BLOOD  TRANSFUSION  SERVICE. 

In  September  the  South  W'estern  Division  of  the  National  Blood 
'Transfusion  Service  eame  to  'I'orrington.  One  hundred  and  three 
wihmt^.'ers  gave  blood: —  58  men  and  45  women.  'This  is  a  rei'ord 

number  of  volunna'rs  for  'Torrington. 


RAINFALL. 


1  )etails  of  rainfall  during  recent  years  are  as  follows  : — 


1 966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

January 

o.  lo 

6.86 

0.85 

0.92 

February 

4.59 

0.09 

1.81 

1.55 

March 

1.40 

3.50 

2.72 

4.29 

April 

5.34 

2.66 

1.74 

4.00 

.May 

2.81 

2.80 

2.65 

1.48 

June 

2.77 

3.33 

1.29 

2.45 

July 

2.06 

4.41 

2.53 

2.56 

August 

0.  /  / 

3.35 

2.67 

4.95 

September  ... 

2.25 

4.85 

1.93 

2.62 

(October 

4.84 

1.28 

4.88 

1.73 

Xovember  ... 

3.08 

5.79 

4.80 

9.80 

necembei*  ... 

5.03 

9.9f, 

5.47 

1.25 

Total  ... 

41.03 

48.88 

v'>o.o4 

37.58 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

'The  enlarged  and  improved  sewage  disposal  works  is  functioning 
well.  Our  only  real  problem  is  that  which  is  ('ommon  to  so  manv  works, 
-  the  drying  and  disposal  of  sludge. 

A  new  diverter,  or  sewage  pumping  station,  to  deal  with  the  sewage 
from  the  new  housing  development  on  Calvesford  Road  is  under 


construction. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961.  Part  I  of  the  Act. 

INSPECTIONS  F(  )r  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  licallh  (includint;  inspections  made  by  I’ttblic  Health  Inspectors) 
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Wearing  apparel.  Making,  etc.  I37  I  .Xlly  NIL  NIL  NIL  NIL 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

'The  water  supply  has  been  very  good  throughout  the  year.  Apart 
from  a  restriction  on  the  use  of  hosepipes  for  a  period,  there  has  been 
no  shortage. 

Samples  have  been  taken  quite  frequently  and  all  have  given  first 
class  results.  In  all,  twenty  four  samples  were  taken  and  no  evidence  was 
found  of  contamination  by  Coliform  bacilli  or  Bact.  coli. 

Water  normally  supplied  to  Torrington  comes  from  the  reservoir  at 
Wistlandpound  and  has  a  natural  content  of  0.02  parts  per  million  of 
fluorine.  It  contains  no  deleterious  substances  and  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

Of  the  total  population  of  2,880  it  is  estimated  that  2,781  are  supp¬ 
lied  with  mains  water.  1,026  out  of  the  total  of  1,064  houses  are 

connected  to  the  mains. 


HOUSING. 

d'he  sixteen  two-bedroomed  flats,  twelve  three-bedroomcd  houses 
and  the  house  and  shop  at  Sandfords  Gardens,  Mill  .Sireet.  have  been 
com[)leted  and  occupied. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  the  layout  and  development  of  part 
of  the  land  at  ( 'alvesford  Road  and  work  on  the  construction  of  the  roads 
and  laying  of  sewers  is  well  in  hand.  Four  bungalows,  four  two-bed¬ 
roomed  flats  and  a  block  containing  ten  one-bedroomed  flats,  a  communal 
lounge,  dining  room  and  kitchen  are  to  be  built  to  house  the  Swedish 
workers  who  are  coming  to  staff  the  new  glass  factory  which  is  under  con- 
striK'tion  for  Messrs.  Dartington  Glass  Ltd.  \^’hen  the  vSwedes  leave, 
after  establishing  the  factory  aiul  training  English  workers  in  thie  very 
highly  skilled  trvales  which,  together,  go  into  the  making  of  glass  and  the 
manufacture  of  glass  tableware,  the  bungalo^^ s  and  flats  viil  become 
availal)le  for  general  housing  needs.  4'he  communal  blof'k,  in  fxarticiilar. 
will  be  used  for  elderly  persons. 

The  Council  afipreciate  that  with  the  coming  of  new  industries  there 
will  be  many  calls  for  accommodation  for  key  workers,  as  well  as  for 
general  housing  needs,  and  th(?y  have  quite  ambitious  schemes  to  pro¬ 
vide  such  housing.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  build  some  two 

hundred  flats  and  houses  during  the  next  two  to  three  years.  Designs 
under  consideration  for  both  flats  and  houses  incorporate  ('entral  heatiiig 
and  are  to  full  Parkc'r  Morris  standards. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

riiere  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949. 

Xo  serious  infestation  has  been  found  or  reported  during  the  year. 
Regular  inspections  of  properties  arc  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operator 
who  is  still  employed  jointly  by  the  Rural  and  Borough  Councils. 


THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  196.1 

Inspections  of  premises  under  the  above  act  have  continued,  but 
have  been  limited  by  changes  in  staff.  Xo  serious  contraventions  have 
been  found. 


12 


iNSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  regularly  at  two  private  slaughter-houses 
within  the  Borough  and  Tables  A  and  B  give  details  of  animals  slaughtered, 
meat  condemned,  etc. 

TABLE  A. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


! 

Cattle 

1  excluding 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

105 

— 

2 

253 

337 

Number  inspected 

105 

— 

2 

253 

337 

Ail  Diseases  except 

1  uberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1* 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

24 

_ 

14 

4 

includes  2 
“casualty” 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticercosis 

22.86 

5.93 

1.19 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

_ 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

— 

- - - 

— 

0.3 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

*  '  ^  ('ast/a/fy  or  E?ner^ency  slaughter" . 
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TABLE  B. 


Summary  of  Meat  condemned  with  cause  and  weight. 


Part  or  Organ  Condef?ined 

Catise 

Weight 

Cattle 

9  part  livers 

Cirrhosis  & 

excluding 

Distomatosis 

31  Ihs. 

Cows 

12  w  hole  livers 

I  fistoniatosis 

73  lbs. 

2  whole  livers 

.\hsresses  ('\sls 

13  Ihs. 

*  I  whole  carc'ase  of  offal 

Accident  -  hadl}' 

hied  tSi  not  set 

55  Ihs. 

Sheep  and 

6  whole  livers 

1  tistomatosis 

17  lbs 

Lambs 

6  part  lix  ers 

9  lies. 

1  sheeps  lungs 

Srrcjngyli 

Ihs. 

1  head 

Tuherculosis 

11  llxs. 

*2  plucks 

Madly  bled 

14  Ih... 

Pigs 

*1  hind  leg 

Mroken  hone 

9  Ihs. 

1  set  ot  lungs 

1  ’neuinonia 

3  Ihs. 

3  livers 

(  '\'sl  s 

S  Ihs. 

*  "  E)iicrj^e7tcy''  or  "Casualty''  cases. 
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TABLE  C. 

Details  of  other  foodstuifs  condemned  during  the  year. 


Food 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Weight 

1  1'in  of  Prunes 

'Pin  punctured 

7  lbs. 

I  Pin  of  Han'i 

I  ll).  I 

I  'Tin  of  ( 'orned  Pieef 

6  lbs. 

I 

2  'Tins  Pork  Shoulder 

I  lecom  position 

22  lbs. 

I  d'in  of 

'I 'in  blown 

11  lbs. 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Allotments  and  Pdelds  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Buildint^  Reg'ulations  and  Planning-  ...  ...  74 

Caravan  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cattle  and  Pannier  Markets  ...  ...  ...  68 

Cemetery  and  Churchyard  ...  ...  ...  37 

13isinfection  or  Fumig'ation  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drain  I'estino- and  Inspectino-  ...  ...  ...  43 

I'actories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Food  Premises  and  Food  Inspection  ...  ...  22 

H  ousin^'  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  840 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

1  ndustrial  Development  .. .  ...  ...  ...  91 

Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Xew  Building*  Work  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Nuisances  (including*  obstructed  drains)  ...  39 

Offices,  Shop  &  Railway  Premises  Act  ...  7 

Petroleum  Licensing*  and  Storage  ...  ...  14 

Playing  Field  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Refuse  Collection  and  I3isposal  ...  ...  12 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sewerag*e  and  Sewage  Disposal  ...  ...  217 

Street  Lighting*  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


d'otal  2,094 


FREY  &  SON  Printers  Torrington. 
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